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gain this capability.  In addition, you can copy files from applications that are not part of the 
BarTender Label Management Suite into Librarian and assign them comments, timestamps, and 
take advantage of Librarian’s workflow features.  However, in order to actually revise one of 
these files, you have to manually check it out of Librarian and edit it with its associated 
application.  Thereafter, you would have to drag the file back into Librarian to check it back in.  
(In other words, applications outside of the BarTender Label Management Suite will never be 
able to directly open files while they are stored within Librarian’s repository.) 

“Print Station” Launches Print Jobs with a Single Mouse Click 

The new Print Station application, provided with all editions of BarTender, is a stand-alone 
application that turns the selection and printing of label jobs into a simple point-and-click 
operation. 

 

Understanding Previous Printing Options 
Prior to the release of Print Station, there were two basic methods of printing BarTender Label 
Formats: 
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The response can be returned to the controlling application (or sent to another application) in 
either of two ways: 

Through a TCP/IP Port 
A new command within Commander allows it to send data to a TCP/IP port in either of two 
ways: 

• Commander can open its own TCP/IP connection to a specific port address. 

• Alternatively, if the original trigger was received through a specific TCP/IP socket 
opened by the controlling application, the response can be sent back by Commander 
using that same socket. 

In a File 
The response information can also be placed by Commander in a file for reading by the 
controlling application. 

User-Interface Improvements in Commander 

Starting with version 9.2 of BarTender, Commander offers greater flexibility in the control and 
use of a number of established functions. 

Greater Control over the Display of Tasks  
• More Flexible Task View:  Users can now sort by any of the columns in the Task List.  

They can also add, remove, and reorder columns.  (Previously, to reorder a task list, 
you had to delete selected tasks and reenter them into the newly desired position.  
Furthermore, the columns could not be adjusted.)  The context (“right-click”) menu 
for the Task List has been updated to support these new configuration functions. 

• New Command Handler Column:  Users can now optionally view the name of the 
“Command Handler” in the Task List. This makes it easy to see which tasks share a 
Command Handler. 

The Logging Pane  
• Save/Clear Contents of Logging Pane:  You can now save the current contents of 

the Logging pane to a file.  You can also clear the Logging pane when desired. 

• Hide Logging Pane:  You can now set the Logging Pane to Auto-hide, so that it only 
displays when the user hovers the cursor over it.  Alternatively, if the information 
displayed in the Logging Pane is simply not needed for your application at all, you can 
close it altogether. 
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More Flexible Viewing of Command Lists 
• Easier Reordering of Command Lists:  Command Lists can now be reordered by 

right-clicking on them and using the new Move Up and Move Down functions.  Even 
easier, you can reposition commands using standard Windows “drag-and-drop” 
motions.  (As with Task Lists, prior to BarTender version 9.2, Command Lists could 
only be reordered by deleting commands and then reentering them in the new 
position.) 

• Move Commands Between Tasks:  There are now also Cut, Copy, and Paste 
functions that let you copy or transfer one or more commands from one Task to 
another. 

New Advanced Printing Features in BarTender 

BarTender 9.2 provides a number of enhancements directly related to the quality of label 
printing and design. 

Dot Size Control for Improved Bar Code Quality 
When you use a Seagull printer driver to print, BarTender automatically knows not only the 
addressable resolution of the printer, but also the minimum printable dot-size.  Both of these 
are important for BarTender to display the correct bar code density settings during label 
design and to provide the best possible quality when printing.  Unfortunately, when printing 
through non-Seagull printer drivers, dot size information is not available – just a “resolution” 
setting, which is usually different from the dot size.  BarTender can still print readable bar 
codes on these printers.  However, for some, most notably certain ink-jet printers, some 
adjustments need to be made in order to ensure the best possible bar code quality – especially 
when printing high-density bar codes. 

Until version 9.2, these adjustments were handled by manually adding a dot size value for the 
printer into the BTWPRN.INI file using a text editor such as Notepad.  Now, with version 9.2, 
you get a nice, beautiful user-interface accessible from right inside BarTender.  The new 
Advanced Printer and Driver Setup dialog in the Administer menu gives you a clean, 
simple way to specify the dot-size (including ink spread) when you are not using Seagull 
drivers.  You can specify some other printer settings as well. 

(The settings specified within the new Advanced Printer and Driver Setup dialog are 
saved within BarTender’s internal configuration information and not the BTWPRN.INI file.) 
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It’s now easy to specify the printer dot-size and other advanced printer settings for printers not using 
Seagull printer drivers. 

Increased Label Length 
It is now possible to design labels up to 128 inches (3.25 meters) in length and/or width (if the 
printer and printer driver support it).  (Prior to version 9.2, the maximum limit was 50 inches, 
again, subject to the limits of the printer and the driver.) 

Label Corner Radius 
In BarTender’s Page Setup dialog, when you have “Rounded Rectangle” specified as your label 
shape, you can now alter the corner radius displayed for a label.  (Prior to version 9.2, the 
corner radius for Rounded Rectangle labels defaulted to 1/8 of an inch.)  
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Security Center User Interface Enhancements 

BarTender Security Center was first added to Enterprise editions of the BarTender Label 
Management Suite when version 9.1 was released in April of 2009.  This companion 
application adds user and group-level permissions management and logging functions that 
simplify compliance with pharmaceutical, military, and other highly regulated environments.  
With BarTender version 9.2, two minor user-interface enhancements have been added.  (These 
are still only available with the Enterprise editions of BarTender.) 

Effective Permissions 
Users of the BarTender Label Management Suite are subject to more than just the permission 
settings explicitly associated with their user name in Security Center.  In addition, they may 
also be a member of one or more 
“Groups.”  By organizing users into 
groups, Security Center allows for 
certain permissions to be set identically 
for many users at the same time.  The 
complication is that sometimes an 
access right that is set one way in a 
user’s individual security settings is 
contradicted by a security setting in one 
or more groups that they are a member 
of.  This sometimes makes it difficult to 
determine what your true access rights 
are within the Label Management Suite.   

The new Effective Permissions feature 
clarifies any ambiguity regarding a 
user’s security rights by automatically 
combining his or her individual security 
settings with the security settings from 
any group that they happen to be a 
member of.  To view the Effective 
Permissions dialog, you right click 
on the desired group within the Users 
and Groups pane of Security Center. 

 
The Effective Permissions view combines a user’s 
individual security settings with the settings from any 
groups that they may be a member of. 
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Remember that when a “Deny” setting is contradicted by an “Allow” setting elsewhere, the 
“Deny” setting always takes priority.  In this regard, you can see that the Effective 
Permissions dialog only displays a single green “Allowed” symbol  or a red “not allowed” 
symbol  for each permission. 

Context Menu 
There are now context menus which allow the user to check, uncheck, or reset all settings for 
either all applications, or only a single application. 

BarTender Expands Keypad Support 

Enterprise editions of BarTender have for many years supported the export of Printer Code 
Templates (“PCTs”) which can then be downloaded to a variety of external keypad devices.  
Using keypads, you cannot make basic changes to the layout of your label and you don’t get 
the user-friendly print environment of BarTender or any of its supporting utilities.  However, 
the keypads can print labels to a specific model of printer without being connected to your 
main network.  (Usually, the keypad is used to supply just one or two fields of data to the rest 
of the label image defined by the downloaded PCT.)  

The Enterprise editions of BarTender version 9.2 come with a new PCT that adds support for 
the export of Printer Code Templates to the Argox ArgoKee keypad device (Requires version 
7.1.8 or higher of the Argox printer drivers). 

Compatible with Windows 7 

BarTender version 9.2 first shipped on October 19th, 2009.  In addition 
to the extensive battery of tests required to confidently release 
numerous new features and companion applications, the entire 
application suite was stress-tested for more than three months on 
Windows 7.  The last month of this testing was performed using a pre-
release copy of Windows 7 identical to what Microsoft began shipping 
on October 22nd (just three days after the release of BarTender 9.2.). 

Compatible with 10 Years Worth of Windows Versions 
The BarTender 9.2 Suite maintains backward compatibility with all flavors of Windows 2000, 
XP and Vista, including both 32-bit and 64-bit editions, as well as Windows Server 2003 and 
2008. 
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Approval for Windows 7 Logo use is Pending 
After we passed Seagull's own compatibility tests, we applied to Microsoft for use of the 
“Compatible with Windows 7” logo.  Initial results show that our application has passed these 
tests.  However, Microsoft says that it could be a number of weeks before we have their formal 
approval to display the new logo.  As soon as we receive that notification, we will post the news 
on our home page.  In the meantime, there are simply no compatibility problems of which we 
are aware. 

More Details about our Testing        
At this time, BarTender 9.2 has been self-certified by Seagull Scientific using 
advanced in-house testing technology and procedures it has developed and 
refined since Seagull launched its first Windows product in 1993.  Our team 
of Quality Assurance engineers extensively tested all components, including: 

• The main BarTender program           

• Seagull License Server  

• Installer 

• Activation Wizard 

• Commander, Printer Maestro, Security Center, Librarian and the rest of the eight 
"Companion Applications."  

A large battery of manually run and automated regression stress tests were performed, 
including: 

• Design functionality 

• Printing  

• Performance  

• Peak load handling 

• Memory leakage 

• Stability and consistency under regression 

• Security access 

Windows 7 Compatibility for Windows Printer Drivers 
Although Seagull recently released Version 7.1.8 of our "Drivers by Seagull," this was just a 
general feature upgrade.  Our printer drivers have been compatible with Windows 7 since 
version 7.1.2, which was released more than two years ago on the 27th of July, 2007. 
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